CHAPTER 4 





SICAL APPEARANCE AND CHARACTERISTICS 
OF AL MAHDI 


Abu Dawud, Nu’aym ibn Hammad and al-Hakim 
narrated from Abu Sa’id al-Khudri & that he said: 
“The Messenger of Allah # said: 





“The Mahdi is from me, high of forehead with a prominent 
nose. He will fill the earth with equity and justice, as it had oy 
been filled with tyranny and oppression. He will rule for TE. 
seven years.” É 
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And Abu Nw’aym narrated from ‘Abd ar-Rahman ibn ‘Awf IM EE ee 
®, that he said: “The Messenger of Allah 2 said: ee a 


“Allah will send a man from my descendants, with 


evenly-spaced teeth and a high forehead, who will fill the 
earth with justice and give out wealth in abundance.” 


Nu’aym ibn Hammad narrated from ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib & 
that he said: 


“The Mahdi will be born in al-Madinah, from the house- 
hold of the Prophet “;. [The Prophet > said:] 


“His name is my name, and the name of his father is the 
name of my father.” 


10 Appearance & Characteristics 


He will emigrate to Bayt al-Maqdis. He will have a thick 
beard, dark eyelids, shining teeth, with a mole on his face. 
He will have a high forehead, and on his shoulder will be 
the mark of the Prophet $}. 


He will come out with the banner of the Prophet #, made 
from a folded, black rectangle cloth, which will not have 
been unfolded since the passing away of the Messenger of 
Allah &;, and which will not be unfolded until the coming 
of the Mahdi. Allah will support him with three thousand 
angels, striking the faces and backs of those who oppose 
them. And he will be between thirty and forty [years old].” 


And he also narrated from Ka’b that he said: 


“The Mahdi will be still and tranquil in devotion before 
Allah, like an eagle folding its wings.” 


And he also narrated from ‘Abdullah ibn al-Harith that he 
said: 


“The Mahdi will come when he is forty years old, like a 
man from Banu Isra’il.” 


And he also narrated from A but-Tufayl :& that the Messen- 
ger of Allah described the Mahdi and mentioned that 
he will have an impediment in his speech, and that he will 
Strike his left thigh with his right hand when his speech 
becomes difficult [and he #: said]: 


“His name is my name, and the name of his father is the 
name of my father.” 


And he also narrated from Tawus that he said: 


“The sign of the Mahdi is that he will be hard with his 
workers, generous with wealth, and merciful with the 
poor.” 


And he also narrated from Ibn ‘Abbas g that he said: 
“The Mahdi is from us; he will hand over the rule to ‘Isa 


ibn Maryam x.” 


And at-Tabarani in al-Kabir and Abu Nu’aym narrated 
from Ibn Mas’ud 22; that he said: “The Messenger of Allah 


i, id: 
& said: 


“A man will come from my household whose name will 
be like my name, and whose behaviour will be like my 
behaviour. He will fill it [i.e. the earth] with equity and 
Justice as it had been filled with oppression and tyranny.” 


And Nu’aym ibn Hammad _ narrated from ‘A’ishah &, 
from the Prophet “ that he said: 


“He is a man from my descendants, who will fight accord- 


ing to my Sunnah, as I fought according to the Revela- 
tion.” 


KHALIFATULLAH AL- MAHDI 
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